Hepatitis E Virus Infection in Sheltered Homeless
Persons, France
To the Editor: Kaba et al.
(1) reported a seroprevalence of 11.6% for hepatitis E virus (HEV) among homeless persons in the city of Marseille, located in southern France, and a multivariate analysis suggested that injection drug use (IDU) was an independent risk factor for HEV transmission. We disagree with this reported fi nding.
We conducted a retrospective subanalysis of results from a multicenter therapeutic trial assessing HEV seroprevalence among HIV/hepatitis C co-infected patients in France (2). Serum samples from 84 IDU patients, enrolled during 2000-2002 were stored at −80°C. The mean ± SD age of the patients was 39 ± 4 years; 53 (63%) were men, 19 (23%) were born outside France, and 38 (45%) were living in southern France. HEV antibodies were tested with the same assay as that used by Kaba et al. (1) , and HEV RNA was detected by using a real-time reverse transcription PCR amplifying open reading frame 3 (3). None of the patients had detectable IgM against HEV or HEV RNA. Test results for 3 (3.6%) patients were positive for HEV IgG. Two of them lived in southern France, resulting in a 5.3% (2/38) HEV prevalence for IDU patients living in this region, where HEV IgG prevalence for healthy blood donors has reportedly ranged from 9% to 16.6% (4) .
The difference between our study, which demonstrated low HEV IgG prevalence in IDU patients, even in southern France, and the results from Kaba et al. (1) (1,2) ; however, the 2 studies examined different populations. We studied homeless persons, for whom analysis of risk factors associated with HEV infection emphasized injection drug use (2) . This represented independent data: injection drug use was a behavior associated with increased anti-HEV prevalence; a causal relationship between injection drug use and hepatitis E was not inferred. In contrast to our study population, the population studied by Larrat et al. comprised patients who were coinfected with HIV and hepatitis C virus and who reported injection drug use as the route of HIV or hepatitis C virus transmission: a distinctly different population from homeless persons (1) 
